
      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

      

 

 

 

 

 

Membership News 

 
As of May 2013 we have 25 

members in our club.    Last 

year as of March 2012, we had 

27 members; however when we 

went into April we dropped off 

to 20.  Over the following 12 

months, we ramped back to 27 

as of March of this year. Since 

then, we are back up to 25.  A 

consistent high membership will 

allow our club to purchase 

equipment that will enable our 

members’ greater access to 

practice a variety of speaking 

styles.  Information provided by 

Doug Hickman,  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How to Develop Impressive 

presentations 
Developing impressive presentations 

do not happen on their own.  They 

happen when a number of events 

come together.  Peter Urs Bender 

reminds us that “in presenting, you are 

judged not by who you are but by who 

you seem to be.  Aim to be what you 

want to be:  confident and prepared.    

Therefore it is paramount to: 

 Show determination 

 Develop great self-discipline 

 Spend time in preparation 

 Practice 

 Do not let fear hold you back 

 Try out new ideas on your 

Toastmaster audience 

 Learn from your mistakes 

 Practice your skills as often as you 

can 

 Do a self- evaluation after each 

presentation 

 Do not seek perfection.   Seek 

consistency and improvement. 

 Your reward is proportional to the 

risks you are willing to take. 

 

.   

 

Barrie 1603 Newsletter 

The purpose of Toastmasters 1603 

newsletter  is to keep members 

informed of our upcoming special 

events,  news pieces of our members, 

accomplishments and awards.  It will 

also contain from time to time a recap 

of our education pieces, new 

education pieces, leadership ideas 

and our own history.  The newsletter is 

meant to inform, entertain as well as 

inspire.   

Welcome to our Newsletter 

 Our goal is to create excellence at 

every level of our club.   The newsletter 

is to also remind us of the mission of 

Toastmasters which is provide a 

mutually supportive and positive 

learning environment in which every 

individual member has the opportunity 

to develop oral communication and 

leadership skills, which in turn foster self-

confidence and personal growth.  

. 

 

“Lucidity of speech 

is unquestionably 

one of the surest 

tests of mental 

precision…In my 

experience a 

confused talker is 

never a clear 

thinker” 

David Lloyd George 

British prime minister  

 

. 

 
Special events  

 

* Elections for new 

officers  

   May 14, 2013 

 

* Dinner meeting  

   May 28, 2013 

  

 *Awards Night; June        

11, 2013  

 

• 
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Members’ Stories 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Toastmasters International Has Your 

Plan for Success: 

 

 Low cost 

 Accessibility 

 Progress at your own pace 

 Supportive, nonthreatening 

environment 

 

Caption describing picture or graphic. 

Our Past President Writes: 
 

I have been a member of Toastmasters since May 

2007.  I came to Toastmasters because I wanted to 

be a better Teacher.  I found Table Topics my 

most challenging activity and still do.  I have 

taken on many roles at Toastmasters, VP of 

Membership, President for 2 years, Secretary, VP 

of Education. Each role has taught me new skills. 

 

Some of the things that I have learned at 

Toastmasters are: 

 

-It is a great place to make new friends. 

-Everyone has such interesting life stories. 

-When I am presenting my speech I don't worry 

about forgetting something. (the audience doesn't 

know how it should be presented).  I'll fit it in 

later or leave it out. 

-I have found that feedback/evaluations help me 

grow, by pointing out my strengths and giving me 

suggestions to enhance my next presentation. 

-I have become more confident in my ability to 

organize, teach and motivate people. 

- I love watching people grow and develop their 

skills.  It inspires me. 

- I have learned that it takes a group of dedicated 

people to put together a meeting. 

- I have observed that people open up more when 

they are in a supportive environment that 

encourages them to step out of their comfort zone. 

- Everyone should go to a Toastmasters 

conference because you will meet the most 

amazing speakers and fellow Toastmasters. 
  Lorraine Durnford-Hill ACB 

 

 

Lorraine Durnford-Hill ACB 
. 
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One of our newer members writes: 

 
“I recently joined Toastmasters to further develop 

my public speaking skills and to become more 

confident speaking in front of people.  I have a 

job in banking which involves constant interaction 

with clients as well as my colleagues.  Career 

development is important to me and I was told 

that Toastmasters would help me become more 

assertive and confident while speaking in front of 

a crowd.  

 

I have been attending Toastmasters meetings for 

the past few months and the experience has 

been nothing but positive.  The group has been 

welcoming to all new members and I have 

learned a lot in my short involvement with the 

club.   

 

The club has allowed me to practice my 

communication skills in different ways.  I have only 

delivered one formal speech which was my ice 

breaker. That was a good opportunity to write a 

formal speech and present in front of the group.  

 

 I have a busy schedule and find it difficult to 

make time to write the next speech; however, the 

club promotes involvement each week in other 

ways.  I have participated in table topics each 

week and I have found this particularly helpful as 

it forces me to organize my thoughts quickly and 

speak off the cuff.  I have learned to think quickly 

on my feet and avoid using the ‘um’s and ah’s.   

 

Aside from public speaking, the club promotes 

leadership through the weekly roles.  I have 

volunteered for roles such as General Evaluator 

which has allowed me to take part in running a 

part of a meeting.  Toastmasters has provided a 

friendly environment for myself and others to work 

on different things.  I have learned new 

techniques from watching and listening to more 

experienced members speak at the meetings.   

 

Overall, my experience thus far has been positive 

and I look forward to further developing my 

public speaking and leadership skills through 

participation in the club.  Mike Holland, May, 2013 

 

 
 


